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of the press, they are unequalled by any American, and unsurpassed 
by any English edition of a standard author designed for general circu- 
lation and use, and, indeed, are immeasurably to be preferred as speci- 
mens of art to nine tenths of the professedly ornamented books that are 
made to be looked at and not read. It is, in fact, such volumes as these 
that are needed to redeem the book-making craft from the discredit 
cast upon it by the gilded and satin-bound enormities that swarm on 
our booksellers' counters as often as Christmas recurs. 



16. — History of Civilization in England. By Henut Thomas 
Buckle. Vol. I. From the Second London Edition. To which 
is added an Alphabetical Index. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 
1858. 8vo. pp. 677. 

"When our article on this volume went to press, we were unaware 
that the Appletons' edition of it was in progress. We need only name 
the publishers to give assurance that this work, so much in demand, 
may be as easily and pleasantly read (though at much less cost) in the 
reprint as in the London edition. 



17. — A History of East Boston ; with Biographical Sketches of its 
Early Proprietors, and an Appendix. By William EL Sumnek, 
A. M. Boston : J. E. Tilton & Co. 1858. 12mo. pp. 801. 

Considerably more than half of this ponderous volume is devoted 
to materials of historical, antiquarian, and biographical interest, more 
or less intimately connected with the ownership and occupancy of Nod- 
dle's Island before it became East Boston. How rich a vein Mr. 
Sumner has mined our readers can imagine, when they are told that 
Samuel Maverick owned the island and lived upon it ; that it was for 
several years in the middle of the seventeenth century a place of refuge 
for the Baptists from persecution on the mainland, and the seat of the 
only Baptist Church in the Province ; that among the biographical 
notices, in addition to those of the Mavericks, Shrimptons, Shutes, and 
Hyslops, are life-sketches of such persons as Rev. Dr. Chauncy, Gov- 
ernor Increase Sumner, and his accomplished wife ; and that this spot 
was the scene of military operations of no little importance during the 
war of the Revolution. Mr. Sumner has enriched his volume by 
numerous autographs, several well-executed portraits, and other appro- 
priate illustrations. The work is honorable at once to his zeal in col- 



